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CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTSWELCOMESHOUSE LETTER REITERATING
SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL

URGESHOUSE MEMBERSTO SIGN LETTER TO PRESIDENT OBAMA

New York, June 16, 2010 ... Leaders of the Conference of Presidents of MAjoerican Jewish
Organizations welcomed the letter to President Gbannrently circulating in the House of
Representatives supporting the U.S.-Israel relatignand urged members of the House to join the
effort led by Representatives Ted Poe (R-TX), Qzeters (D-MI), House Majority Leader Steny
Hoyer (D-MD), House Republican Leader John Boel{Re®H), House Republican Whip Eric Cantor
(R-VA), House Foreign Affairs Chairman Howard Bem{®-CA), and Ranking Member lleana Ros-
Lehtinen (R-FL). The joint House letter states tha “in the national security interest of theitéwal
States to unequivocally reiterate that the UnitiedeS stands behind its longtime friend and alhyd a
urges President Obama to “remain steadfast ine¢fende of Israel.”

“We welcome this very important statement reflegtihe enduring support for the U.S.-Israel
relationship and urge other members of the Housggtoonto this letter. The letter details the gfo
Israel made to divert the flotilla peacefully; vescconcern about the role of the IHH in the attack
against Israeli soldiers on the Mavi Marmara aredllfiH’s connection to recognized terrorist groups;
and also questions the true intent of the flotilating that Hamas turned away the aid that wasarabo
the Mavi Marmara after it had been inspected bgekofficials. We wholeheartedly agree that the
U.S. should make every effort to ‘thwart internaabcondemnation [of Israel] and focus the
international community on the crimes of the Iraachked Hamas leadership against Israel and the
Palestinian people’ and hope that the U.S. consimo@ecognize the value that Israel, as the sole
democratic country in the Middle East, provideghi® region and the world,” said Chairman Alan
Solow and Executive Vice Chairman Malcolm Hoenlein.

“We are grateful to Representatives Ted Poe ang Baters and the leaders in the House as well as to
the representatives who have signed or will sigtooshow their support for this statement. Sintiar

the letter authored by Senators Reid and McContinetl statement illustrates the deep commitment of
the American people to the special U.S.-Israetiaiahip and to Israel’s need to protect its citize

from terrorism in all forms,” the leaders said.

HHH

The Conference of Presidents is the central coordinating body representing 52 national Jewish organizations on issues of
national and international concern.
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